The microscopic structure of fibrous articular surfaces: a review.
The present knowledge of the microscopic structure of fibrous articulating surface is reviewed. The influence of dissection, postmortem change, fixation, and dehydration on the microscopic appearances of these surfaces is considered. The results of those studies of surface morphology that investigate intact, supported specimens and that are controlled by surveys of fresh, unfixed, or frozen material are advantageous. New information on the effects of alterations in intermaxillary relationship on the morphology of fibrous articulating surfaces is presented. There is need for further work in this field of research.